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The notion of place understood as a historicised location is inextricably linked with the concept of memory, both being important signifiers of culture. In the case of Canada, these are both made particularly interesting because of its geographic location, small population, large size, and cultural diversity. In addition, Canada, as a country with complex global links, is uniquely implicated in the processes of globalisation that are radically changing the contemporary world and leading to a constant evolution of concepts and values relating to culture.


 


The aim of the conference is to examine the complexity of the notions of place and memory in various Canadian discourses in view of critical approaches offered by cultural, gender, ecocritical, Native, and globalisation studies, to name only a few of them.


 


The notion of place may relate to Canada as a whole or to particular regions, cities, towns, neighbourhoods, “private homelands”, or other locations with various symbolic or metaphoric connotations. The sphere of memory can be examined as the remembering, re-reading, rediscovering, and re-evaluating of the past, its heroes and villains, as well as its patterns of development.


 


Possible areas of investigation might include (but are not restricted to):


 


§ various ways of constructing memory and place


§ state-constructed memory and problems of the racialisation and ethnicisation of society


§ the ethics of memory and place


§ the politics of remembering and forgetting


§ memory, place and nostalgia


§ memory, place and trauma


§ rescuing the memory of migrants, travellers, exiles 


§ changing cultural narratives of memory and identity


§ transcending local politics of place and memory


§ implications of global culture for national and local ideas of place


§ gender perspectives on the constructions of local/global identities


§ utopian promises of globalisation


§ globalisation and transnationalism


 


Proposals for papers and panels may focus on particular cases, theoretical questions or comparisons. Since the conference has a firmly interdisciplinary character we invite a wide range of perspectives, including that of literature, the arts, law, history, political science, psychology, gender studies and other interdisciplinary approaches.





