Country Report, Croatia, July – December 2015

Croatian Canadian Academic Society

1. Activities

Conference organization 
· Summary of the 7th Triennial International Conference of the Central European Association for Canadian Studies Beyond the 49th Parallel: Canada and the North – Issues and Challenges held from 9th to 10th October 2015, at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Zagreb, Croatia. 

· Organizers: Croatian-Canadian Academic Society (Dr. Vanja Polić, Department of English and Dr. Evaine Le Calvé Ivičević and Marija Paprašarovski, Department of Romance Languages) and Central European Association for Canadian Studies (CEACS)

· This was the regional conference of the Central European Association for Canadian Studies held every three years in a different country (after the conference the regional meeting of eight presidents – members of the CEACS was held)

· Official languages of the conference: English and French

· 85 participants from 18 countries, some of which Canada, UK, Germany, Austria, Norway, Spain, Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, etc.

· Some of the more distinguished participants: Robert Campbell, President of Mount Allison University (Canada), 

· Linda Warley, Associate Dean for Graduate Studies, University of Waterloo (Canada), 

· Christl Verduyn President of the Centre for Canadian Studies, Mount Allison University, 

· Marcel Martel Chair Holder of the Avie Bennett Historica Chair in Canadian History, York University (Canada), 

· Ceri Morgan, Keele University, editor of the British Journal for Canadian Studies, 

· Margaret Ann Bowers, University of Portsmouth, 

· Other participants consisted of presidents of the Centres for Canadian Studies across Europe, Canadian and European scholars, PhD students from Croatia, Europe and Canada

· The speakers at the opening ceremony: 

· H. E. Daniel Maksymiuk, Ambassador of Canada to Croatia

· Miloš Judaš, Vice-Rector for Science, Inter-institutional and International Cooperation of the University of Zagreb

· Ivana Franić, Associate Dean for Curricula and Life-long Learning of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

· Diana Yankova, President of the CEACS

· Ivo Josipović, one of the founders of the Croatian-Canadian Academic Society. 

· Simultaneous interpretation from French to English and from English to French was organized for the opening ceremony and the plenary lectures. 
· Plenary speakers were: 

· Aritha van Herk, author and lecturer at the University of Calgary, member of FRSC, recipient of  AOE and of Lieutenant Governor Distinguished Artist award

· Daniel Chartier, President of the Laboratoire international d'étude multidisciplinaire comparée des représentations du Nord, Université du Québec à Montréal (Canada),

· Mark Anthony Jarman, Canadian award-winning author and lecturer at the University of New Brunswick 

· Two publishing houses, University of Toronto Press and Eurospan (British publishing group), recognized the international importance of the conference by participating with their publications

· 42 students from the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences volunteered at the conference, they did a great job and received standing ovation from the participants at the conference’s closing ceremony 

· Participants were impressed with the good organization of the conference, quality and array of paper topics (which spanned political, economic, social, linguistic, literary-cultural, geological, legal, women’s rights, oil, environment and indigenous topics)

· Social programme included a reading by M. A. Jarman, performance by the awarded student choir Concordia Discors, raffle (awards included annual subscriptions to University of Toronto Press Canadian Studies journal and a University of New Brunswick literary magazine), and CEACS Certificate of Merit awards

· 78 participants were present at the closing of the conference, 65 attended conference dinner
Conference participation
7th Triennial International Conference of the Central European Association for Canadian Studies, 9 – 10 October 2015, Zagreb, Croatia, Beyond the 49th Parallel: Canada and the North – Issues and Challenges

La 7ème conférence triennale internationale de l’Association d’études canadiennes en Europe centrale 9 – 10 octobre 2015, Zagreb, Croatie, Au-delà du 49ème parallèle : Le Canada et le Nord – Enjeux et défis
 Evaine LeCalvé Ivicevic as moderator and co-organizer
 Marija Paprasarovski with a paper: Le Grand Nord mis en scène
 Zrinka Erent-Sunko with a paper: Legal status of Women in Canada-legal model beyond the 49th Parallel?
Ozren Pilipović, with a paper: The impact of membership in North American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) on Canada`s Economy

Ivana Jaramaz Reskusic with a paper: Legislation et corruption electorale : depuis les leçons romaines aux experiences canadiennes et perspectives croates
Jasmina Bolfek Radovani with a paper: Conceptualising the North: re-imagining the spaces of the North in Jacques Ferron’s L’amélanchier and Mohammed Dib’s Les Terrasses d’Orsol 
Lecturing/teaching outside the home university

Hrvoje Puh, held a presentation on Multiculturalism and my Master's thesis (The Creation, Policy and Perception of Multiculturalism in Canada) in Ljubljana as part of the Erasmus+ Student Exchange Programme
Outreach 

12 October 2015, interview on the radio show bout the establishment of the Canada - US border. Croatian Radio, Dr. Vanja Polić

Cultural activities

18th November, 2015, Film night, for students, Croatian-Canadian Academic Association members and the public, Bruce Beresford’s Black Robe
2. Academic publications

· Marija Paprašarovski, « Le clos et l’ouvert dans la dramaturgie de Daniel Danis », In : Les études françaises aujourd’hui (2014), Ed : M. Vinaver- Ković, V. Stanojević, Belgrade : Faculté de philologie de l’Université de Belgrade, 2015, pp. 609-619. ISBN 978-86-6153-293-1.

· Vanja Polić, „Performing the Canadian West: Chuckwagons, Cowgirls, and New Westerns“, Cultural Studies ↔ Critical Methodologies, ed. Brian Rusted, first published on November 24, 2015

· Vanja Polić, „The reworkings of the Western from the northern side of the Medicine Line: Caple’s "In Calamity’s Wake", Vanderhaeghe’s "The Englishman’s Boy" and Stenson’s "Lightning"“, , British Journal of Canadian Studies, New Voices on Canada, eds. Tony McCulloch and Christopher Kirkey, vol 28 / 2 (205-221)

4. Young Canadianists
Theses

Vanja Polić supervisor, MA thesis, student Ivana Obradović, „Constructing the Southern Ontario Gothic in Timothy Findley's Not Wanted on the Voyage, Margaret Atwood's Surfacing, Alice Munro's Who Do You Think You Are? and Barbara Gowdy's Falling Angels“
8. Up-coming activities & events
Film nights from February to June 2016, once a month

Guest lecture by Dr. Martin Loeschnigg from the Graz University

Book based on the conference papers from the conference “Beyond the 49th Parallel”
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